RECOGNISING
FALSE TEACHERS

RECAP OF SESSION 2: LEARNING FROM GOD'S WARNINGS [JUDE 5-7) JUDE 8-16
Last session, we delved into Jude’s use of historical examples to underscore God’s unwavering justice
against rebellion and unbelief. We examined the fate of the unbelieving Israelites in the wilderness, the
angels who abandoned their proper domain, and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah [1]. These vivid
accounts served as powerful warnings, demonstrating that God holds all beings accountable for their actions
and that His grace is not a license for sin. This foundation is crucial as Jude now turns his attention to the
specific characteristics and inevitable judgment of the false teachers who were corrupting the church.

EXEGESIS OF JUDE 8-16: RECOGNIZING FALSE TEACHERS

Having established God’s pattern of judgment, Jude now directly applies these warnings to the false
teachers infiltrating the church. He describes their character, conduct, and ultimate destiny, drawing
parallels with ancient examples of rebellion and ungodliness.

JUDE 1:8-10 - THEIR ARROGANCE AND BLASPHEMY

Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the
glorious ones. But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he
did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” But these people blaspheme
all that they do not understand, and what they understand instinctively like unreasoning animals—these things
corrupt them. [2]

Jude begins by directly linking the false teachers to the historical examples of rebellion, stating, “Yet in like
manner these people also..” [1]. He identifies several key characteristics of these individuals:

1. Relying on their dreams: This suggests they base their teachings and actions on subjective experiences or
supposed revelations rather than on God’s revealed truth. These “dreams” lead them astray [3].

2. Defile the flesh: Their teachings and practices lead to immoral behavior, particularly sexual sin, which
defiles their bodies [1]. This aligns with Jude’s earlier accusation that they turn the grace of God into
sensuality.

3. Reject authority: They show contempt for divine and human authority, refusing to submit to established
leadership or God’s moral law [1].

4. Blaspheme the glorious ones: This refers to their disrespectful and abusive speech against angelic beings
or other spiritual authorities. Jude contrasts their arrogance with the humility of Archangel Michael, who,
even when contending with the devil over Moses’ body, did not dare to pronounce a railing judgment but
instead said, “The Lord rebuke you” [1] [2]. Michael, a powerful angelic being, recognized the limits of his
authority and deferred to God’s judgment. In stark contrast, these false teachers “blaspheme all that they
do not understand,” acting on instinct “like unreasoning animals,” which ultimately corrupts them [2].

JUDE 1:11-13 - THEIR DESTRUCTIVE PATH AND CHARACTER

Woe to them! For they walk in the way of Cain and abandon themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and
perish in Korah’s rebellion. These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds
feeding themselves; waterless clouds swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; wild
waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has
beenrreserved forever. [2]

Jude pronounces a “Woe to them!” and provides three more Old Testament examples to illustrate the
destructive path of these false teachers, forming another triad of rebellion [1]:

1. The Way of Cain: Like Cain, who murdered his brother Abel out of envy and spiritual rebellion (Genesis 4),
these teachers are characterized by jealousy, hatred, and a rejection of God’s accepted worship [1].

2. Balaam’s Error: They, like Balaam, who for financial gain advised Balak to entice Israel into idolatry and
immorality (Numbers 22-24, 31:16), are motivated by greed and lead others into sin for personal profit [1].
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3. Korah’s Rebellion: Similar to Korah, who led a rebellion against Moses’ divinely appointed RECOGNISING
leadership (Numbers 16), these false teachers challenge and undermine legitimate spiritual FALSE TEACHERS
authority within the church [1]. JUDE 8-18

Jude then uses a series of vivid metaphors to describe their character and ultimate uselessness:

Hidden reefs at your love feasts: They are dangerous, causing spiritual shipwreck to those who encounter them,
particularly within the context of Christian fellowship [1].

Shepherds feeding themselves: Instead of caring for the flock, they exploit it for their own benefit, demonstrating
their self-serving nature [1].

Waterless clouds swept along by winds: They promise spiritual refreshment but deliver nothing, being empty and
unstable [1].

Fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted: They bear no spiritual fruit, are spiritually barren, and are
destined for destruction [1].

Wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame: Their turbulent and immoral lives produce only
disgrace and spiritual pollution [1].

Wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever: They are erratic and deceptive,
leading others astray, and their ultimate destiny is eternal condemnation [1].

JUDF 1:1¢-16 - ENOCH'S PROPHECY AND THFEIR FINAL JUOGMENT

It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of
his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have
committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” These are
grumblers, faultfinders, following their own sinful desires; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for their own advantage. [2]
Jude reinforces his warnings by citing an ancient prophecy from the Book of Enoch (1 Enoch 1:9), a popular Jewish
text of his time [1]. This quotation, though from an extra-biblical source, serves to underscore the certainty of God’s
coming judgment. The prophecy declares that “the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute
judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly” [2]. This emphasizes that the false teachers’ actions are not unnoticed
by God and that a day of reckoning is assured.

Jude then reiterates their characteristics, describing them as “grumblers, faultfinders, following their own sinful
desires; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for their own advantage” [2]. These traits reveal their discontentment,
self-centeredness, pride, and manipulative tactics, all driven by their ungodly desires [1].

STUDY QUESTIORNS:

1. How do the false teachers in Jude 8-10 demonstrate their rejection of authority, and what is the
significance of Michael the archangel’s example in contrast?

2. What does it mean for these teachers to “rely on their dreams” (v. 8), and why is this a dangerous
foundation for faith?

3.Explain the “way of Cain” (v. 11) in the context of the false teachers. What does this reveal about their
spiritual state?

4. How does “Balaam’s error” (v. 11) characterize the motivation and methods of these false teachers?

5. What parallels can be drawn between “Korah’s rebellion” (v. 11) and the actions of the false teachers?
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6. Choose two of the metaphors Jude uses in verses 12-13 (e.g., hidden reefs, waterless RECOGNISING
clouds, fruitless trees, wild waves, wandering stars) and explain what they reveal about the FALSE TEACHERS
nature and impact of false teachers. JUDE 8-18

7.Why does Jude quote from the Book of Enoch (vv. 14-15), an extra-biblical text, to support his argument?

8 What is the central message of Enoch’s prophecy as cited by Jude, and how does it apply to the false teachers?

9. How do the characteristics listed in verse 16 (grumblers, faultfinders, flattering people for advantage) further
expose the ungodly nature of these individuals?

10. Based on Jude 8-16, what are the most critical signs or behaviors that should alert believers to the presence of
false teachers?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Jude 8-16 provides a crucial framework for discerning and responding to false teaching in our own time. It
calls us to be vigilant, not only in identifying erroneous doctrines but also in recognizing the ungodly
character and motives that often accompany them. We must cultivate a deep understanding of biblical
truth so that we are not swayed by subjective experiences or manipulative rhetoric. Furthermore, we are
reminded that true spiritual authority is exercised with humility, not arrogance, and that genuine faith
produces fruit, not self-serving gain. By understanding these warnings, we can protect ourselves and our
communities from spiritual harm and uphold the integrity of the gospel.

TAKE-HOME CHALLENGE

This week, prayerfully consider the characteristics of false teachers described in Jude 8-16.

Reflect on any teachings or influences you encounter (e.g., in media, online, or even within religious circles)
that exhibit these traits. Ask God for discernment to recognize subtle deceptions and for courage to stand
firm in biblical truth. Consider discussing these verses with a trusted spiritual mentor or friend to gain
further insight and accountability.

POINTS OF REFLECTION

How can we balance discerning false teaching with maintaining a spirit of grace and love?
What role does humility play in protecting us from becoming like the arrogant false teachers?

How do the metaphors in Jude 12-13 challenge our understanding of spiritual authenticity and
fruitfulness?

What steps can you take to deepen your understanding of biblical truth and better equip yourself to
recognize and resist error?
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