LIVING THE GOSPEL TOGETHER

SESSION 5

Focus: Living the gospel together begins with shared faith and prayer
Big Idea: Living the gospel together means working out God’s saving work through obedient faith,
visible witness, and faithful service.

In Session 4, we were confronted with the mind of Christ—a call to humility rooted in Jesus’ self-giving
obedience and exaltation. We saw that unity in the church does not come from shared preferences, but from
shared submission to Christ.

Session 5 now answers the practical question that follows naturally:
If we are to have the mind of Christ, how does that shape our daily lives together in a broken world?

Philippians 2:12-30 moves from theology to practice, from Christ’s example to the church’s lived obedience.
Paul addresses a common misunderstanding: if salvation is by grace alone, what role does obedience play?
Paul’s answer is neither legalism nor passivity. The gospel does not eliminate effort—it redefines it. Believers
do not work for salvation, but they work out what God is already working in them.

In a “crooked and twisted generation,” the church becomes a visible contrast community, shining not
through perfection, but through faithful obedience and sacrificial service.

Verses 12-13 - Working Out What God Works In

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you...”
e “Work out” implies ongoing, active obedience.
¢ “Fear and trembling” reflects reverent seriousness, not insecurity.
e God’s work precedes and empowers human effort.

Theological Insight: God’s sovereignty fuels—not cancels—human responsibility.

Verses 14-16 - Shining as Lights
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing...”

e Complaining undermines gospel witness.

e “Lights” echoes Israel’s calling and Jesus’ teaching.

¢ Holding fast to the word of life keeps the church distinct.
Theological Insight: A grumbling church dims the light of the gospel.

Verses 17-18 - Joyful Sacrifice
“Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering...”
e Paul views his life as an offering to God.
e Joy is shared, even in costly service.
e Sacrifice is framed as worship.
Theological Insight: Gospel joy flourishes when lives are poured out for Christ.

Verses 19-24 - Timothy: A Model of Genuine Concern
e Timothy is commended for selfless care.
e He seeks Christ’s interests, not his own.
e Faithful service flows from sincere love.
Theological Insight: Spiritual maturity is revealed in concern for others.
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Verses 25-30 - Epaphroditus: A Model of Costly Faithfulness
e Epaphroditus risks his life for gospel work.
e Heis called a brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier.
e Honour is given not for status, but sacrifice.
Theological Insight: The church honours those who risk comfort for Christ

Study Questions

1.What does it mean to “work out” salvation without earning it?

2.Why does Paul pair obedience with reverence (“fear and trembling”)?

3. How does complaining affect gospel witness?

4 What does it mean to “shine” as a Christian community?

5.How do Paul’s sacrifices redefine success?

6.What stands out about Timothy’s character?

7. Why is Epaphroditus honoured so highly?

8.How does this passage challenge passive Christianity?

9.What habits help believers hold fast to the word of life?

10.Where is God calling you to faithful, visible obedience?
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e Sanctification

* Divine sovereignty and human responsibility
e Christian witness

e Joyful sacrifice

e Servant leadership

¢ |dentify patterns of grumbling or disengagement.
e Commit to obedience that reflects trust in God’s work within you.
e Look for ways to serve quietly and faithfully.

Where is God asking you to obey—not dramatically, but faithfully?

Journaling Prompt:
* Where do you resist effort in your spiritual life?
¢ How might obedience become an act of joyful worship?
Spiritual Exercise:
e Each day this week, note one way God is at work in you.
e Respond with one intentional act of obedience.

Personal Prayer
e Willingness to obey fully
e Gratitude for God’s work within you

Church Prayer
e A faithful, visible witness in the community
e Servant-hearted members who shine together

Mission Prayer
e Gospel workers serving sacrificially
e Churches shining brightly in dark places

Living the gospel together means faithfully working out God’s saving work, shining as lights through obedient

lives poured out for Christ.



