
SESSION 4
The Righteous Shall

Live by Faith
Habakkuk 2:2–20

Recap of Session 3

We saw Habakkuk bring his hardest questions to God, affirming His holiness while wrestling with His ways. He
described the Babylonians’ arrogance and cruelty, yet resolved to wait like a watchman for God’s reply. His
stance teaches us to combine honesty with patient trust.

Opening Section

God answers Habakkuk with a vision—His justice will prevail, but it will require patient faith. The central
declaration, “the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:4), stands as a timeless call to trust God’s promises
despite present appearances. God then pronounces five “woes” against Babylon, assuring Habakkuk that the
oppressor’s reign will end.

In-depth Exegesis of Habakkuk 2:2–20

vv.2–3 — “Write the vision; make it plain...”
 God’s revelation is certain and will come at the appointed time. Delay does not mean denial.
v.4 — “Behold, his soul is puffed up...”
 Two paths are contrasted: the proud (self-reliant) and the righteous (faith-reliant). This verse becomes a
foundational text for NT justification by faith (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38).
vv.5–20 — The Five Woes

1.Woe to the greedy plunderer (vv.6–8): The oppressed will one day taunt the oppressor; justice will be
reversed.

2.Woe to the unjust builder (vv.9–11): Wealth built on injustice will cry out against its owner.
3.Woe to the violent empire (vv.12–14): God’s glory will one day fill the earth, eclipsing all human empires.
4.Woe to the debauched exploiter (vv.15–17): Shame will replace the glory of those who humiliate others.
5.Woe to the idolater (vv.18–20): False gods are lifeless; the Lord alone reigns in holy silence.

 Study Questions
1.Why does God command the vision to be written down?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   2.How does v.4 contrast pride and faith?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   3.What does it mean to “live by faith” in difficult times?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  4.How do the five woes reveal God’s justice?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



SESSION 4

 Personal Application Points
Anchor your faith in God’s eternal character before confronting confusion.
Bring your hardest questions to God in prayer—He invites honest wrestling.
Resist the temptation to idolize human strength or success.
Commit to patient waiting when God’s answers seem delayed.
Trust that God will eventually act in perfect justice.

 Personal Reflection
Journal:

What attributes of God do you most need to remember in seasons of doubt?
How patient are you in waiting for His answers?
Are there areas where you’ve struggled to reconcile God’s holiness with His providence?

 Points for Prayer
Praise God for His holiness and sovereignty.
Confess any impatience or disbelief in His timing.
Thank Him for inviting honest dialogue with Him.
Ask for patience to wait for His answers.
Pray for eyes to see His justice in His time.

   5.Which woe do you see most reflected in our world today?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   6.How does the promise of v.14 encourage global hope?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   7.What is the significance of God’s holy silence in v.20?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   8.How should believers respond when judgment seems slow?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   9.How does this chapter shape your view of history?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   10.What comfort does this give in facing injustice?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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